
 
  

 

 

 

AGENDA SECTION: ACTION ITEMS 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER TO 
PREPARE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR 
CONSULTING SERVICES TO DEVELOP A WATER TRANSFER 
POLICY 

PREPARED BY: Gloria Omania, Interim Board Clerk 

APPROVED BY: Nicholas Schneider, General Manager 

 

BACKGROUND 

A water transfer is “a voluntary sale of water proposed and initiated by willing sellers who have legal 
rights to a supply of water to an interested buyer.”   

On May 12, 2020, the Board of Directors adopted Resolution 2020-25 (Attachment 1) authorizing 
the interim general manager to execute an agreement related to a temporary transfer of up to 2,000 
acre-feet of water to Westlands Water District (WWD) to allow them to supplement its water supply. 
The related 2020 staff report is included as Attachment 2.  

The Board has received some public comments about what they considered flaws in the process 
of approving the water transfer refill agreement (Attachment 3). There have been requests by the 
Board for regular updates on the status of the refill agreement. This information  and schedule 
would be included within the transfer policy.   

DISCUSSION 

The Division of Water Rights of the State Department of Water Resources manages the Water 
Transfers Program (Attachment 4) covered by Water Code Sections 1725, temporary transfers. 
The ability of the District to engage in the water transfer market is a way to generate additional 
revenue.This revenue can be used to maintain and upgrade District infrastructure. All transfers 
must be reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors.  

Members of the Board of Directors have expressed an interest in a water transfer policy to help 
guide future water transfer opportunities, ensuring they can be managed more closely. Additionally, 
this will allow a set of checkpoints to see if a transfer is possible.   

Staff requests Board approve the development of a Request for Proposals for consulting services 
to develop a water transfer policy. This policy will be presented to the Board of Director Policy 
committee for approval and submittal to the Board of Directors for final approval. 
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The development of a Water TransferPolicy is in no way a guarantee of any future transfers of District 
Water. This policy will guide the staff and Board and will help to determine if it is appropriate to engage 
in a water transfer. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The cost to develop the transfer policy is unknown at this time. A not-to-exceed $25,000 is requested 
for the development. The future fiscal impact of this policy will allow for a net gain of revenue into the 
District. 

CEQA ASSESSMENT 

This is not a CEQA Project. However, due to the nature of water transfers, an environmental review 
will be done with all future associated water transfers.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff recommends the Board of Directors of the Georgetown Divide Public Utility District (GDPUD) 
adopt the attached Resolution authorizing the General Manager to prepare an RFP for consulting 
services to develop a Water Transfer Policy for review by the Policy Committee and final approval by 
the Board of Directors.   

ALTERNATIVES 

Request substantive changes to the Resolution for staff to implement; or reject the Resolution.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Resolution 2020-25, Approving Water Transfer 

2. Staff Report, May 5, 2022, Temporary Water Transfer 

3. Executed Refill Agreement 

4. Water Transfer Program Information 

5. Draft Resolution 2022-XX RFP for Water Transfer Policy 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 2020-25 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 
AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER TO EXECUTE AGREEMENTS 
RELATED A TEMPORARY TRANSFER OF UP TO 2,000 ACRE-FEET OF WATER 

WHEREAS, the Georgetown Divide Public Utility District ("District"), has 
negotiated the terms of agreements that provide for a temporary water transfer with 
Westlands Water District ("WWD") to allow WWD to supplement its water supply; and 

WHEREAS, beginning on July 1, 2020, the District will make available a total of up 
to 2,000 acre-feet of water to WWD on a schedule mutually agreeable to the District and 
WWD; and 

WHEREAS, the District will operate Stumpy Meadows Reservoir to allow for 
releases of water that will be delivered to Folsom Reservoir; and 

WHEREAS, the transferred water will be conveyed though the State Water Project 
by the Department of Water Resources under a Conveyance Agreement to WWD; and 

WHEREAS, WWD, under the Water Purchase and Sale Agreement By and 
Between Westlands Water District and Georgetown Divide Public Utility District for 2020 
Temporary Water Purchase will purchase water from the District at Three Hundred Fifty 
Dollars ($350.00) per acre foot of water received and reimburse the District for its costs 
associated with the transfer; 

WHEREAS, Revenue generated from the temporary water transfer will be 
exclusively appropriate to fund capitol improvement projects; 

WHEREAS, Conduct public education outreach; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors finds that the agreement is in the best interest 
of the District, and is therefore willing to sell and temporarily transfer WWD, District water 
as provided in the temporary water sale agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT as follows: 

1. The Interim General Manager is authorized to execute the agreements
between: a) the Water Purchase and Sale Agreement by and between
Westlands Water District and Georgetown Divide Public Utility District for 2020
Temporary Water Purchase; b.) a Refill Agreement between the United States
Bureau of Reclamation and the District; c) a Conveyance Agreement with the
Department of Water Resources; and d) a professional services agreement
with Western Hydrologies Consulting.
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2. The Interim General Manager or his or her designee is authorized to enter into
minor amendments to the aforementioned agreements subject to approval as
to form by the District General Counsel.

3. The Board of Directors hereby authorizes the Interim General Manager to
submit a petition to the State Water Resources Control Board for the temporary
transfer of water, and the Interim General Manager is authorized to take such
other administrative actions as may be necessary to effectuate the transfer and
sale of the water. This includes any minor administrative actions necessary to
provide fair administration of the District's reimbursable administrative
expenses.

4. The Board of Directors find that the temporary water transfer from the District
to WWD is exempt from CEQA under California Water Code sections 1725 and
1729, the general exemption provided under the CEQA Guidelines section
15061, 15301 (class 1), 15304 (class 4), and the statutory exemption set forth
in section 15282(u), and is not barred by any exceptions to CEQA exemptions.
The transfer involves the operation of existing facilities involving negligible or
no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the proposed action,
which is categorically exempt from CEQA. The Board of Directors authorizes
the Interim General Manager to sign and file a Notice of Exemption if deemed
appropriate or desirable, in his discretion.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Georgetown Divide 
Public Utility District at a meeting of said Board held on the Twelfth day of May, 2020, by 
the following vote: 

AYES: SOUZA, SAUNDERS, WADLE, HALPIN 

NOES: GARCIA 

ABSENT/ABSTAIN: 

Dave Souza, Presiden ,Board of Directors 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 

Attest: 

Jeff/' el , Clerk and Ex officio 
Se6F tary, Board of Directors 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of Resolution 2020-25 
duly and regularly adopted by the Board of Directors of the Georgetown Divide Public 
Utility District, County of El Dorado, State of California, on this Twelfth day of May 2020. 

Jeff )>I Is !erk and Ex officio
Se� ary, Board of Directors 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 
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AGENDA SECTION: NEW BUSINESS 

SUBJECT: TEMPORARY WATER TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

PREPARED BY: Adam Brown, Water Resources Manger 

APPROVED BY: Jeff Nelson, Interim General Manager 

 

BACKGROUND 

A temporary water transfer is a one-time movement of water from one water 

District/Agency to another for beneficial use and is generally based on a combination of 

hydrologic and environmental conditions.  A temporary water transfer is not the sale or 

transfer of a water right, it is simply the one-time transfer of surplus water.  In the case of 

the Georgetown Divide Public Utilities District (the District), hydrologic conditions are 

generally favorable to support a temporary water transfer about every 3 years. 

Temporary water transfers are regulated by CWC §1726.  The District’s temporary water 

transfer would involve the following stakeholders: 

• Georgetown Divide Public Utility District (the District); 

• The purchaser (Westland Water District); 

• Consulting Services (Western Hydrologics); 

• State Water Board (Petition for Temporary Transfer of Water); 

• United States Department of the Interior – Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) 
(Agreement with State and Federal Contractor) 

DISCUSSION 

On April 14, 2020, District Board of Directors (BOD) directed staff to evaluate the 

temporary water transfer process, evaluate the District’s ability to make a transfer without 

impacting the District’s ability to meet water supply obligations, and make a 

recommendation to the BOD on this matter at the May 12, 2020, regular BOD meeting. 

District staff and legal counsel has developed a temporary water transfer agreement with 

Westland Water District (WWD).  The temporary water transfer agreement is included in 

Attachment A.   

The District will require consulting support from Western Hydrologics of Auburn, California, 

if the BOD approves the temporary water transfer.  If approved by the BOD, tasks to be 

completed by Western Hydrologics will include: 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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• Development of an Operations Plan; 

• Petition for temporary water transfer submitted to SWRCB; 

• Preparation of a United State Bureau of Reclamation refill agreement; 

• Preparation of a Department Water Resources conveyance agreement; and 

• Preparation of an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact 
(EA/FONSI). 

The proposed agreement with WWD includes both an “option” payment and a “call“ 

payment. 

Option Payment - WWD will make an option payment of $40,000 within 30 days of 

the execution of the Water Purchase Agreement.  The payment will be credited to 

amount due for the purchase.  The option payment is non-refundable unless the 

District fails to perform. 

Call payment – On or before the later of June 1, 2020 or 7 days after the satisfaction 

of all conditions set forth in Article 2(b) of the Water Sales Agreement, WWD will notify 

the District I writing of the amount of Transfer Water it desires to purchase and have 

delivered the “Call Notice”, together with a Call payment of $40 for each acre-foot 

WWD desires to purchase.  

The Option and Call payments will be used to cover costs associated with preparing 

necessary temporary water transfer documents and credited towards the total transfer 

price. The consulting agreement with Western Hydrologics is included in Attachment B. 

The temporary transfer of water generally would occur in the following steps: 

1. Execution of Water Purchase and Sale Agreement between the District and WWD 

and Western Hydrologics; 

2. Submittal of petition for temporary water transfer to the SWRCB; 

3. Environmental Assessment that will include: 

a. Description of the Proposed Action and Alternatives document that will detail 

temporary water transfer release, conveyance and storage process; and 

b. Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact 

(EA/FONSI) per National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations that 

will be submitted to the USBR.  USBR comments will incorporated into a 

public EA/FONSI comment period. 

4. Negotiation of USBR Refill Agreement; 

5. Execution of temporary water transfer of 2,000-acre feet estimated to begin after 

July 1, 2020 and lasting approximately two months; and 

6. Transfer reporting and accounting. 
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The temporary water transfer process is detailed in the power point presentation included 

in Attachment C.  Resolution is included in Attachment D. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

At market price of $350 per acre foot gross revenue for the temporary water transfer of 

2,000 acre feet would result in gross revenue of $700,000.  With a consulting cost of 

$63,800 and associated legal counsel fees District net revenue is estimated at $600,000.   

Delivery payment will issued to the District monthly during the transfer process. 

CEQA ASSESSMENT 

The temporary water transfer from the District to WWD is exempt from CEQA under 
California Water Code sections 1725 and 1729, the general exemption provided under 
CEQA guidelines section 15061, 15301 (class 1), 15304 (class 4), and the statutory 
exemption set forth in section 15282(u), and is not barred by any exceptions to CEQA 
exemptions.  The transfer involves the operation of existing facilities involving negligible or 
no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the proposed action, which is 
categorically exempt from CEQA. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Staff recommends the Board approve the Water Purchase and Sales Agreement between 
WWD and the District (Attachment 1) authorizing the temporary transfer of 2,000 acre feet of 
water for the 2020 water year. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Water Purchase and Sale Agreement between the District and Westlands Water 

District 

2. Western Hydrologics Consulting Contract 

3. Temporary Water Transfer Presentation 

4. Resolution 
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Water Purchase and Sale Agreement between the District and Westlands Water District 
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Western Hydrologics Consulting Contract 
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Temporary Water Transfer Presentation  
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Resolution 





















 

GDPUD Resolution No. 2022-XX Approve RFP Water Transfer Consulting Services Page 1 of 2  

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-XX 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE  
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 

AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER TO PREPARE A REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR CONSULTING SERVICES TO DEVELOP A WATER 

TRANSFER POLICY 
 

WHEREAS, a water transfer is “a voluntary sale of water proposed and initiated by 
willing sellers who have legal rights to a supply of water to an interested buyer,” and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors adopted Resolution 2020-25 authorizing the interim 

general manager to execute an agreement related to a temporary transfer of up to 2,000 acre-
feet of water to Westlands Water District (WWD) to allow them to supplement its water supply, 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board received public comments about what they considered flaws in 
the process of approving the water transfer refill agreement, and   

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors have expressed an interest in a water transfer policy 
to help guide future water transfer opportunities, ensuring they can be managed more closely, 
and 

WHEREAS, The ability of the District to engage in the water transfer market is a way to 
generate additional revenue 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT approves the development of a 
Request for Proposals for consulting services to develop a water transfer policy. This policy 
will be presented to the Board of Director Policy committee for approval and submittal to the 
Board of Directors for final approval. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Georgetown Divide 

Public Utility District at a meeting of said Board held on the 13h day of December 2022, 
by the following vote: 

 
 AYES:      

 NOES:    

 ABSENT/ABSTAIN:   

 
__________________________________ 
_______________, President, Board of Directors 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 
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Attest: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Nicholas Schneider, Clerk and Ex officio  
Secretary, Board of Directors 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of Resolution 2022-XX 
duly and regularly adopted by the Board of Directors of the Georgetown Divide Public 
Utility District, County of El Dorado, State of California, on this 13th day of December 2022. 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Nicholas Schneider, Clerk and Ex officio  
Secretary, Board of Directors 
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT 


